
school year. For most of 
our children, though, it 
ended back in March. Let’s 
pray that we can get our 
children back into school 
properly in the autumn. 
Just as I have said about the 
life of our parishes being 
something that we will 
have to reinvent coming 
back from the lockdown, 
with all the opportunities it 
gives, the same goes for 
the relationship between 
the parishes and their 
schools. This is a vital link, 
but one which needs to be 
looked at realistically and 
enthusiastically, with the 
real opportunities it gives. 
I was able to record a mes-
sage for children moving 
up to St Margaret Ward in 
the autumn on the forth-
coming beatification of 
Carlo Acutis. Have a look 
on our parish YouTube 
channel if you would like 
to see it. 

After the lockdown and all 
the restrictions, I have had 
a particularly pleasant 
week. Firstly, going out 
for a good walk on Mon-
day, was a good way to get 
back into gear for the 
Camino pilgrimage, which 
I hope to get up and run-
ning again in early Septem-
ber. Monday was also my 
anniversary of ordination, 
so the walk and lunch were 
complemented by Mass 
and Adoration in the even-
ing. From Tuesday to 
Thursday, I took a couple 
of days off and went down 
to London, to visit friends. 
It was startling to see how 
quiet and deserted London 
was. Much more so than 
North Staffs! But it was 
good to have a break away 
after so long without doing 
so. 

I feel we are really getting 
back into the swing of 

things after a month of 
opening our doors again at 
St Joseph’s and English 
Martyrs’, and after two 
weeks of daily Masses. Last 
Sunday the number of pa-
rishioners at Mass in our 
churches was up a little on 
the previous week. While I 
recognise that some are 
nervous to return, and 
indeed we don’t have space 
for everyone, it is wonder-
ful to have the daily round 
of prayer and Mass again. 

The weekday Masses are 
particularly beautiful, as 
they are extended with a 
time of silent Adoration 
which make our churches 
real houses of prayer. If 
you are nervous to come to 
a Sunday Mass, why not 
come along to a weekday 
Mass, or even pop in for a 
time of quiet prayer after? 

This weekend would have 
been the normal end to the 

A WORD FROM THE PARISH PRIEST 

SAINT OF THE WEEK 
St John Plessington 

1637-1679 
John was born at Garstang, 
Lancs, and studied for the 
priesthood at the Royal 
English College in Val-
ladolid, Spain. He was or-
dained in Segovia, and re-
turned to England in 1663, 
and set about ministry on 
the Wirral for the next ten 
years. When there arose 
suspicion that the Catholics 

were going to try to oust 
King Charles II and replace 
him with his Catholic 
brother, James, the popu-
lar alarm led to a persecu-
tion of Catholics, helped 
by perjurers who gave false 
witness against priests like 
John. Before being hanged, 
drawn and quartered near 
Chester, the saint gave a 
great defence of the Faith  
from the gallows. 
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Packmoor St Patrick’s Church, 
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MASSES & SERVICES THIS WEEK 

Church opening for Mass & personal prayer 
St Joseph’s & English Martyrs’ churches are now open for Mass & personal prayer at the following times: 

St Joseph’s: Church is open on Sunday 10.30am to 12noon, and on Monday, Wednesday & Friday 6.00pm to 
7.30pm. During these times Mass will be celebrated at the times above. 

English Martyrs’: Church is open on Sunday 8.30am to 10.15am, and on Tuesday 9.00am to 10.30am and 
Thursday 6.00pm to 7.30pm. During these times Mass will be celebrated at the times above. 

If you are ill even with mild symptoms of sore throat, cough, fatigue, lack of senses of taste or smell, or with 
any other illness, then you must not come to church. 

You will have to remain at least 1 metre away from all other people, other than those from your household or 
‘support bubble’ at all times, when entering, seated, going to Holy Communion and on exiting.  

You have to wear a face covering at all times inside the church, during Mass or personal prayer. 
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The Sacrament of Forgiveness (Confessions) 
The confessionals are out of bounds for the moment. How-
ever, Fr Julian is available for confessions after each Mass 
outside church. Please wear a face covering, and maintain 
one metre’s distance. 

Saturday 18th  6.30pm   Holy Mass of Sunday Jayne McGough 

Sunday 19th                  
Sixteenth Sunday of 
Ordinary Time (A)  

9.00am    Holy Mass Bishop Leo McCartie 

 11.00am   Holy Mass People of the Parishes 

6.30pm    Holy Mass Int Baby Erin Primrose 

Monday 20th 
St Apollinaris 

 6.00pm   Holy Mass  Frank Smithson 

 6.30pm   Eucharistic Adoration  

Tuesday 21st 
St Laurence of Brindisi 

9.15am    Holy Mass Persecuted Christians 

9.45am    Eucharistic Adoration  

Wednesday 22nd         
St Mary Magdalene 

 6.00pm   Holy Mass Int Mr & Mrs Convey 

 6.30pm   Eucharistic Adoration  

Thursday 23rd             
St Bridget of Sweden 

6.00pm    Holy Mass Int Stephen Edwards 

6.30pm    Eucharistic Adoration  

Friday 24th 
St Charbel Makhluf 

 6.00pm   Holy Mass Special Intention (MM) 

 6.30pm   Eucharistic Adoration  

9.15am    Holy Mass Santiago Pilgrims 

 6.30pm   Holy Mass of Sunday John Martin 

Sunday 26th 
Seventeenth Sunday 
of Ordinary Time (A) 

9.00am    Holy Mass Helena & Cyril Jeffries 

 11.00am   Holy Mass Int Mrs Killeen 

6.30pm    Holy Mass People of the Parishes 

Saturday 25th  
St James, Apostle  

    Reception into church Veronica Orme RIP 
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Parish Office & Parish Priest’s 
Open House  

Having done a risk assessment for the 
opening of the parish office, please 
note that, while Teresa is back in the 
office part-time, we have to limit the 
access to the office in the presbytery. 
So there is no access to the par-
ish office or presbytery for pa-
rishioners for the present. If you 
need to see Teresa, then you will 
have to speak through the office win-
dow or in the porch.  

There is no parish priest’s Open 
House hour. If you need to see Fr 
Julian in person, then please arrange 
by phoning or emailing. In good 
weather he can see parishioners in the 
garden or in the church maintaining 
distancing, or in church. 

Goldenhill & 
Kidsgrove SVP 

You may remember reading, in the 
bulletin, that the St Joseph’s volun-
teer group, which helped people out 
during the lockdown, has resulted in 
a group of parishioners being keen to 
keep the momentum running, and to 
re-found the SVP, as a joint group for 
St Joseph’s and St John’s parishes. 
(The relatively new group at English 
Martyr’s covers Biddulph and Pack-
moor). So, there will be a meeting on 
Monday evening, in church, after the 
evening Mass and Adoration, at 
7.30pm for all who are interested. If 
you are interested in being part of our 
new SVP group, please come along to 
the meeting. 

Volunteers 
Thanks to all the parishioners who 
have generously volunteered as 
stewards or cleaners to allow us to 
open our churches to open again. 
If you are able to help to spread 
this burden please see Fr Julian. 

We also need new teams of regu-
lar cleaners at both St Joseph’s and 
English Martyrs’ for the long 
term, as a number of our regulars 
have had to finish. Again, if you 
are able to help once a month, 
then please let Fr Julian know, 
and he’ll point you in the right 
direction.  

Children under the age of 16 are not allowed to access church for private prayer without a responsible adult.  

There will be no toilet facilities available in church. 

In each church there will be a one-way system: 

At St Joseph’s please enter by the side chapel door and leave by the main doors.  

At English Martyrs’, please enter by the main doors and leave by the fire exit at the side. 

During Holy Communion please follow the directions of the stewards and do not leave your seat until invited to 
do so. Holy Communion will be distributed only by the priest, and will only be given in the hand. Specific in-
structions will be given before Mass, or by the stewards, which should be observed.  

Any items you pick up in church (sheets with prayers or readings) you must take home with you. Please sanitise 
your hands as you leave. 

During Eucharistic Adoration: please remain silent in church. 

Baptisms 
It is now possible to arrange for bap-
tisms to take place. The government 
have directed that a maximum of 30 
people can attend a baptism, and the 
bishops have directed adaptations to 
the rite to allow for social distancing 
and to prevent virus transmission. 
Please contact Fr Julian preferably by 
email to arrange to meet to arrange a 
baptism. 

Weddings 
Weddings can now take place in 
church again. Currently the re-
strictions, like for baptism, include a 
maximum attendance of 30 people, 
with adaptations to the rite. Please 
contact Fr Julian preferably by email 
to arrange for a wedding. 

First Communion 
We will seek to recommence prepa-
ration for First Communion for chil-
dren who have already begun prepa-
ration. Families will be contacted 
directly. First Communions will be 
spread over a period of time so that 
we can keep social distancing rules at 
Mass. 

Confirmation 
Children who were preparing for 
Confirmation in school will be invit-
ed to come to receive the Sacrament 
once it can be arranged. Families will 
be contacted directly through the 
schools in order to arrange some 
preparation sessions, and to arrange 
Confirmation, which will probably be 
administered by Fr Julian. 

Funerals 
Funerals can now be celebrated in 
church once again. This can either be 
Requiem Mass or Funeral Service. 
These have to conform to the current 
guidelines on the use of church. 
Numbers are limited as they are at 
Mass to allow for social distancing. 
Funeral services at the graveside or at 
the crematorium continue to be of-
fered as well. In the case of need 
please feel free to consult Fr Julian. 

St James’ Day mass 
There will be a Mass for the feast of 
St James on Saturday. It is being of-
fered for all Camino pilgrims, past, 
present at future. It will be at English 
Martyrs’, Biddulph at 9.15am. All 
parishioners are welcome too. 



Matthew 13:44-52 

Jesus said to the crowds, ‘The kingdom of heaven is like 
treasure hidden in a field which someone has found; he 
hides it again, goes off happy, sells everything he owns and 
buys the field. ‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a mer-
chant looking for fine pearls; when he finds one of great 
value he goes and sells everything he owns and buys it. 
‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a dragnet cast into 
the sea that brings in a haul of all kinds. When it is full, the 
fishermen haul it ashore; then, sitting down, they collect 
the good ones in a basket and throw away those that are no 
use. This is how it will be at the end of time: the angels 
will appear and separate the wicked from the just to throw 
them into the blazing furnace where there will be weeping 
and grinding of teeth. ‘Have you understood all this?’ They 
said, ‘Yes.’ And he said to them, ‘Well then, every scribe 
who becomes a disciple of the kingdom of heaven is like a 
householder who brings out from his storeroom things 
both new and old.’ 

NEXT SUNDAY ’S GOSPEL 

Sanctuary Lamps 
This week the lamps are dedicated for:  
St Joseph’s: John Martin 
St John’s: Brenda Crotty 
Sanctuary lamps can still be dedicated (minimum 
donation £5). Please write your requested prayer 
intention on an envelope and put offering inside. 
Then place this on the collection plate at Mass. 

PARISH REGISTERS 
Deaths 
Please pray for the soul of Brian Stanway. There will be a 
graveside service at Hilltop Methodist church graveyard 
on Monday 20th July. 
And for the soul of Veronica Orme. Requiem Mass will 
be on Monday 27th July at St Joseph’s at 1.30pm fol-
lowed by cremation at Carmountside. Reception into 
church on Sunday 26th July at 5.30pm 
Numbers allowed at funerals are still restricted. Please ask the 
family if you wish to attend. 

Requiescant in pace 

KEY VERSE: "The kingdom of heaven is like a net 
which was thrown into the sea and gathered fish of every 
kind" (v. 47). 
TO KNOW: Jesus taught his disciples about the mystery 
of God's reign by means of parables (Hebrew, mashal). 
As future leaders of the Church, Jesus' disciples must 
interpret these ancient truths in the light of the gospel, 
and proclaim the eternal reign of God. Sacrificing every-
thing for the sake of the kingdom was central to Jesus' 
teaching in Matthew's gospel (Mt 6:33). The world at-
tracted with its artificial "treasures" -- wealth, power 
and prestige, but these would eventually pass away. Je-
sus' disciples were to "store up treasure in heaven," that 
which was of inestimable value and would last for eterni-
ty (6:19-20). Wherever their "treasure" was, there also 
was their hearts (6:21). Jesus also compared God's work 
to a dragnet cast into the sea, which brought forth both 
the "worthwhile" and the "useless." Likewise, God's 
judgment would ultimately reveal what was good and 
evil in the world. 
TO LOVE: What do I most esteem as my treasure? 
TO SERVE: Lord Jesus, help me to discern between the 
world's lures and the values of your kingdom  

switching over to direct giving 
It would be a great help to the Parishes if parishioners 
would begin to pay their weekly/monthly collection 

money by Standing Order from your bank to ours. Our 
bank now charges us for paying in cash, and the lack of 

branches makes it harder to make deposits.  
We need as many parishioners as possible to pay by 

Standing Order. It means we receive your offertory even 
when you are unable to be at Mass! 

To begin paying your contribution to the Parish by 
Standing Order please use the form here: https://

tinyurl.com/uqsttlr or pick up a copy at  church 
and deliver/post to St Joseph’s presbytery. 

Thanks to those parishioners who have responded and 
filled in a standing order form. 

This is a great time to reassess your giving to your parish. 
When is the last time you increased your giving? How 

realistic is your giving compared to the needs of the par-
ish and the number of people who support it? 

If you are a current Standing Order giver, and wish to 
increase your donation, please contact the Parish Office 

If you are a tax payer, please also Gift Aid your donation 

APF Red Mission Boxes If you are a box holder in 
either Biddulph or Packmoor, then please bring your 
box to Mass, and hand it in for emptying and counting. 
Many thanks. 

Biddulph/Packmoor 125 Club Second half year 
monies are due on 2nd August, which is £26 for each 
member, or £51 for the year. A correction to the previ-
ous bulletins: the draws continued during lockdown, and 
the prizes are available in the porch. 

Camino pilgrimage 
Now that the restrictions on travel and quarantine are 

being lifted, Fr Julian is hoping to return to the Camino 
in September and October. You can still donate to Teen-

age Cancer Trust at www.justgiving.com/
fundraising/frjuliancamino  

Good news! The fundraising is almost at the two-thirds 
point. Let’s work to get the fundraising to £10k. 


